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atonies. In the course of time certain apothecaries and druggists,
having made a beginning on a small scale, erected much larger
establishments for the preparation of volatile oils. This was
done especially in regions suited to the cultivation of medicinal
plants, for instance, in Thuringia on the Saale and the Elbe, in
Saxony, Bohemia, Franconia, and also in Hungary. Only a few
of these, however, remained in existence for any appreciable
length of time. As in other branches of chemical industry,
these originally small distilling operations were replaced every-
where by a larger, more rational and efficient industry. Since
the middle of the past century this new industry has worked
hand in hand with science and technology. It has not only en-
larged, but also improved the conventional methods and apparatus
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for distillation. Whereas on the one hand it utilized the results
of science, on the other it not only stimulated science, but gave
direct assistance.

Beginning about the middle of the past century the earlier,
simple apparatus took on a different shape in the factories of
this larger industry of the volatile oils. The original small
distilling apparatus were replaced by larger and more rationally
constructed ones which not only effected a better exhaustion of
the vegetable matter and thus increased the yield, but also
produced oils of a better and purer quality.

The apparatus commonly used in the factories about the
middle of the present century, were the stills arranged for the
so-called water-distillation, and others for the so-called dry steam-
distillation.